f;  l 


S' 

IS 


LITTLE  HULTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


6? 


HEALTH 


AND 


SANITARY  REPORTS 


AND 


'•v;  . 


STATISTICS 


Tv 

. 


j4 


FOR 


Year  Ending  December  3 1st.  1925. 


J.  H.  MARSH,  Medical  Officer. 

J.  T.  DAVIES,  Survey  or  and  Inspector. 

ROBT.  WHEWELL  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  FOLDS  ROAD,  BOLTON 

1926. 


LITTLE  HULTON 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

HEALTH 

AND 

SANITARY  REPORTS 

AND 

STATISTICS 

FOR 

Year  Ending  December  3 1st,  1925. 

J.  H.  MARSH,  Medical  Offi  cer. 

J.  T.  DAVIES,  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


ROBT.  WHEWELL  &  SON,  PRINTERS,  FOLDS  ROAD,  BOLTON 

1926. 


\ 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2973552x 


“  Moorside,” 

Little  Hulton, 

July  16th,  1926. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Little  Hulton  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  my  Twenty-ninth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  district  for 
the  year  1925. 

The  Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  area  are  given  on 
page  1  of  the  Summary. 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  registered  was  125 — 63  males,  62  females — equal 
to  a  rate  of  15*0  per  1000  population,  as  against  136 — 75  males,  61 
females — and  a  rate  of  16*6  last  year.  This  year’s  birth-rate  does 
not  compare  favourably  either  with  mean  of  10  years,  18*9,  or  with 
the  rate  of  England  and  Wales,  18*3  per  1000. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  (Extension  Act). 

132  births  (67  males,  65  females)  were  notified  and  included  4 
illegitimate  (3  males,  1  female),  4  stillborn  (2  males,  2  females),  and 
2  twins. 

Instructions  re  “  The  Feeding,  &c.,  of  Children  ”  were,  as  usual, 
sent  by  me  to  each  of  the  parents. 

DEATHS. 

Numbered  82  (50  males,  32  females),  equal  to  a  rate  of  9*8  per 
1000,  as  against  97  (53  males,  44  females),  and  a  rate  of  ii*8  last 
year.  This  year’s  rate  is  not  only  below  last  year’s,  but  well  below 
the  mean  of  10  years,  viz.,  12-6,  and  the  rate  of  England  and  Wales 
12*2  per  1000. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Enteric  Fever 

Males 

•  •  • 

Females 

I 

Measles 

I 

•  •  « 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

.  .  .  - 

Influenza  ... 

2 

I 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

I 

I 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease 

I 

2 

Cancer 

4 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever... 

I 

-  - 

Diabetes  ... 

— 

I 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ... 

I 

5 

Heart  Disease 

5 

3 

Arterio  Sclerosis  ... 

2 

1 

Bronchitis  ... 

6 

2 

Pneumonia 

8 

_ 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

1 

Nephritis  ... 

2 

Parturition,  &c.  ... 

•  .  .  - 

1 

Congenital  Debility 

2 

1 

Violence 

6 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 

6 

7 

Total  82 

50 

32 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  totalled  12 — 8  males, 
4  females — equal  to  a  rate  of  96  per  1000  births,  an  increase  on  last 
year’s  80,  and  on  the  mean  of  the  ten  years  1915- 1924,  viz.,  95. 


TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM. 

Two  deaths — 1  male,  1  female — were  registered,  giving  a  rate 
of  0-24  per  1000  population,  as  against  0-48  last  year,  and  the  mean 
of  ten  years  1915  1924,  0*71  (for  details  vide  Tuberculosis  Table). 

Peel  Hall  Tuberculosis  Hospital. — Thirty-four  deaths,  all  of 
non-  residents,  were  recorded. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

Numbered  46,  three  more  than  last  year,  and  23  of  the  cases  were 
removed  and  treated  in  Hospital.  Each  ot  these  infected  premises 
have  been  visited  by  me  and  details  both  as  regards  the  case  and 
the  insanitary  defects  observed,  have  been  laid  before  you. 

Ten  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and  seven  were  re¬ 
moved  to  hospital. 
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Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  and  one  was  removed  to 
hospital. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  and  removed  to  hospital. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified. 

One  case  of  Encephalitis  Fethargica  was  notified  and  removed 
to  hospital. 

One  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  was  notified. 

Six  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified. 

Ten  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  and  five 
received  sanatorium  treatment. 

Ten  cases  of  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  were  notified  and 
eight  received  hospital  treatment. 

Under  the  heading  “  Prevalence  of ,  and  Control  over  Infectious 
Disease ”  in  the  Summary  will  be  found  details  of  “Infectious 
Diseases  Generally,”  “the  prevalance  of  these  diseases  since  1920,” 
“the  number  of  houses  disinfected,”  “  the  methods  of  disinfection,” 
and  “the  lists  of  the  notified  Infectious  and  Tuberculous  Cases  in 
Age  Groups.” 

» 

“  Geneval  Provision  of  Health  Services  ”  gives  “  Particulars  of  your 
Hospital  Accommodation,”  “  Ambulance  Facilities,”  “Salaries  of 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,”  “  Nursing 
Arrangements  in  the  District,”  “  Midwifery  Service,”  and  “  Fegis- 
lation  in  Force.” 

Under  “  Sanitary  Circumstances  in  the  Area  ”  are  details  of  “  The 
Water  Supply,”  “  Drainage  and  Sewerage,”  “  Middens,  Closets  and 
Conversions,”  “  Scavenging,”  “  Sanitary  Inspections,”  “  Smoke 
Nuisance,”  “  Workshops,”  “  Schools.” 

The  “  Drainage  and  Sewerage,”  mostly  owing  to  circumstances 
beyond  your  control,  require  overhauling  throughout  the  District. 

The  unsewered  areas  should  have  attention  and  when  sewers 
are  available  the  two  schools  where  offices  are  not  suitable  must 
fall  into  line. 

“  Housing  ”  includes  “General  Housing  Conditions,”  “Shortage 
and  Measures  to  meet  it,”  “  Overcrowding,”  “  Fitness  and  Unfitness 
of  Houses,”  “Unhealthy  Areas,”  and  “General  Housing  Statistics 
for  the  year.” 

Only  four  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  it  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  land  has  been  taken  both  in  East  and 
West  Wards  and  in  all  probability  sufficient  houses  will  be  built  for 
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present  requirements  in  these  districts  provided  tenants  are  restricted 
to  residents.  Little  or  no  building  has  been  done  in  Worsley  Road 
Ward  for  years,  and  a  number  of  houses  are  required.  In  the 
houses  generally,  where  overcrowding  exists,  it  is  due  to  several 
families  living  under  the  same  roof,  in  some  of  the  cases  probably 
owing  to  house  shortage,  but  in  the  majority  for  financial  reasons. 
There  are  a  few  areas  and  back-to-back  houses  that  want  clearing, 
but  the  difficulty  is  finding  houses  at  a  “  reasonable  ”  rent  for  these 
residents,  and  landlords  who  will  accept  them  as  tenants,  “  Decor¬ 
ations  and  Repairs  ”  have  been  neglected  in  a  fair  number  of 
cottages,  the  excuse,  and  maybe  to  some  extent  a  reasonable  one, 
is  “  cost  of  labour  and  materials.” 

“ Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food ”  deals  with  the  “Milk 
Supply  ”  “  Dairies,”  “  Cowsheds,”  “  Milk  Shops,”  “  Regulations,” 
“  Meat  Inspection  and  Administration,”  “  Slaughter  Houses,” 
“  Bake  Houses,”  and  “  Other  Premises.” 

The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are,  with  one  or  two  exceptions, 
kept  clean  and  generally  satisfactory — some  of  the  milk  turnouts  are 
not  as  one  would  wish.  Regulations  are  enforced.  The  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  open  out  a  wide  field  and  will 
entail  extra  work  by  your  officials.  As  I  have  pointed  out  to  you, 
there  are  many  small  shops  altogether  unsuitable  and  cannot  be 
adapted  for  the  mixed  business  carried  on  in  them,  and  under  these 
regulations  you  have  power  to  close  them.  All  places  where  food 
is  kept  or  prepared  for  public  use  ought  to  be  kept  under  regular 
supervision.  No  food  has  been  condemned  or  surrendered  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

The  prizes,  given  by  me  for  Gardens,  Farms,  Dairy  Utensils, 
I  think,  acted  as  a  little  stimulant,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  make 
arrangements  for  their  continuation. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JNO.  HOLT  MARSH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY. 


i. — Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  acres  1669. 

Population —  Census,  1921,  7911.  Estimated,  1925,  8315. 

Physical  features  and  general  character  of  the  area  :  High  open 
situation,  semi-rural,  undulating  with  Southern  aspect,  clay  sub¬ 
soil,  cultivated  farms,  some  fifteen  acres  wooded  land,  three 
watersheds  with  natural  falls,  twenty  acres  of  Public  Recreation 
Grounds. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921)  :  1779. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921)  :  No  record 
of  families. 

Rateable  value,  ^34987.  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate, 
^123  4s.  8d. 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the  residents  : 
Mixed,  mostly  working  class.  Chief  industries  being  Collieries, 
Cotton  and  Weaving  Factories,  Iron  Foundries,  and  Farms. 


The  influence  of  any  particular 

occupation 

on  public  health 

:  None 

detrimental. 

Vital 

Statistics. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Births  in  1925 

e  •  * 

125 

«  « 

63 

62 

Deaths  in  1925 

•  •  • 

82 

•  • 

5° 

32 

Rates 

per  1000  of  Population 

Death-rate 

Rate  of 

from  Tuber¬ 

deaths  un¬ 

culosis  of 

der  1  year 

Birth 

Death 

Respiratory 

to  1000 

Rate 

Rate 

System 

Births 

Mean  of  10  years,  1915-1924 

18*9 

12*6 

...  0‘7I 

•••  95 

1:924  •  •• 

•  •  • 

i6’6  ... 

n-8 

0-48 

80 

1 92 3  •  •  *  . 

•  •  • 

15-0  ... 

9.8 

...  0*24 

96 

Increase  or  Decrease  in 

1925  on 

Ten  years’  average 

.  .  . 

3  9 

—2*8 

... — 0-47 

...  +  1 

Previous  year  ... 

.  .  . 

— i-6  ...  - 

-2‘0 

... — 0  24 

. . .  +  16 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief ;  the  extent  to  which  hospital  and 
other  forms  of  gratuitous  medical  relief  are  utilised  :  Unable  to 
state,  12  guineas  is  the  amount  voted  bv  the  District  Council  as 
subscriptions  to  the  several  hospitals.  A  fair  number  of  cases, 
mostly  surgical,  are  sent  to  various  hospitals. 

Any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which  have  been  specially 
noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  period  under  review  ;  and  any 
conditions  of  occupation  or  environment  which  appear  to  have 
had  a  prejudicial  effect  on  health :  None. 
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2.— General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Hospital  Accommodation  provided  or  available  : — 

For  Smallpox:  Drinkwater  Park  Hospital.  Where  situate 
Kersal. 

For  other  Infectious  Diseases:  Leigh  joint  Fever  Hospital 
and  Bolton  Borough  Hospital.  Where  situate  :  Astley  and 
Bolton. 

Joint  or  Otherwise  :  Payment  per  day.  No  retaining  fee  with 
Leigh  Joint  Fever  and  Bolton  Borough  Hospitals.  With 
Drinkwater  Smallpox  Hospital ;  agreement  and  a  retaining 
fee  of  £\o  per  year. 

No.  of  Beds  available  for  your  District :  For  Smallpox  :  Two. 
For  other  Infectious  Diseases  :  No  limit. 

Is  there  an)r  Hospital  Accommodation  in  the  district  for — 

(a)  Tuberculosis?  Lancashire  County  Tuberculosis  Hos¬ 

pital,  Peel  Hall. 

(b)  Maternity  Cases  ?  No. 

(c)  Children?  No. 

Give  postal  address  of  Union  Infirmary  and  any  other  Public 
Institution  in  District  :  Lancashire  County  Tuberculosis 
Hospital,  Peel  Hall,  Little  Hulton. 

Have  any  of  the  following  been  provided  in  your  district  ?  : — 

Institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants,  and  homeless  children  :  No. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  :  No. 

Day  Nursery:  No. 

School  Clinic:  No.  Attend  Walkden  (L.C.C.) 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  :  No.  Attend  Farnworth  (L.C.C.) 
Venereal  Diseases  Treatment  Centre  :  No.  Attend  Bolton, 

Ambulance  facilities  : — 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases  :  The  Hospitals  Motor  Ambulances. 

(. b )  For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases:  Farnworth  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  Colliery  Ambulances  (Motor). 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Jno,  Holt  Marsh. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  M.O.H.  at  31/12/25,  £ 80  per  annum 
never  had  a  bonus. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part  time  Officer  ?  Part  time. 

Any  other  public  appointments  held  by  him:  Union  Medical 
Officer  and  Public  Vaccinator  for  the  district.  Medical  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Leigh  Joint  Fever  Hospital. 
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Sanitary  Inspector  :  Jas.  Thos.  Davies. 

Salary  (including  Bonus)  as  Inspector  at  31/12/25,  £"205  2s.  ud. 

Is  he  a  whole  or  part  time  Officer  ?  Part  time. 

If  not,  what  other  appointments  does  he  hold  ?  Surveyor,  Gas 
Manager, 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector:  None, 

Any  other  Public  Health  Officers,  such  as  Health  Visitors  and 
Special  Nurses  ;  if  any,  give  names,  salaries,  diplomas  or  certifi¬ 
cates,  or  qualifications,  and  any  other  public  offices  held  by  them  : 
Lancashire  County  Council  Health  Visitor. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home.  Nature  of  arrangements  in 
the  district  for — (a)  General  Nursing:  None,  (b)  For  In¬ 
fectious  Diseases,  e.g.,  Measles,  &c. :  None. 

Is  there  a  District  Nursing  Association  in  the  District  ?  Yes. 

How  many  District  Nurses  employed?  One. 

If  so,  does  any  arrangement  exist  between  the  Council  and  the 
Association  in  respect  of  Child  Welfare  Work  ?  No. 

If  no  such  arrangement  exists,  does  the  Association  voluntarily 
undertake  Child  Welfare  Work  ?  No. 

Does  the  Association  undertake — 

(a)  Midwifery  Cases  ?  No.  (i)  Monthly  Nursing  ?  No. 

Has  any  local  scheme  been  prepared  in  regard  to  the  Supply  of 
Food  and  Milk  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  and  of 
Milk  for  Infants  ?  No.  1  he  Lancs.  County  Council  provide 
Milk  for  Infants. 

Midwives. — Is  any  midwife  employed  or  assisted  by  the  Local 
Authority  ?  No. 

Number  of  midwives  on  the  County  Council  Register,  3 1/12/1925, 
3.  No.  actually  practising,  3. 

Any  comments  as  to  the  sufficiency  or  otherwise  of  the  midwifery 
service  ?  The  midwifery  service  is  now  sufficient. 

Legislation  in  force — Specify  any— - 

Local  Acts.  Little  Hulton  Urban  District  Council  Act. 

Operative  from  Aug.  10th,  1910. 

General  Adoptive  Acts.  Part  vii,  sections  79,  81,  part  viii,  secs. 
87,  88.  90.  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

Operative  from  Oct.  14th,  1909. 

Parts  ii,  iii,  v,  vi,  secs,  52  to  68,  Public  Health  Acts  Amend¬ 
ment  Act,  1907.  Operative  from  Aug.  19th,  1910. 
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Part  iii,  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 — Private 
Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Operative  from  Aug.  8th,  1900— April  nth,  1902. 

Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  1890.  Public  Health 
Act,  1925. 

Operative  from  Dec.  nth,  1907.  April  26th  1926. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  public  health.  Van  Dwellers,  in  course  of 
preparation. 

Observations  as  to  their  administration.  Enforced  as  necessity 
arises. 


3. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply- 

Source  and  quality.  Bolton  Corporation,  good  quality. 

Constant  or  intermittent,  Constant. 

Approx.  No.  of  dwelling  houses  supplied,  Direct  :  All. 

Possibilities  of  contamination.  None. 

Any  liability  to  plumbo-solvent  action.  No. 

Nature  of  extensions  (if  any)  during  the  year.  None. 

Rivers  and  Streams, — Action  taken  with  regard  to  the  Pollution  of 
Streams,  Sources  and  nature.  Dealt  with  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Sewage  Disposal  Works,  method  of 
treatment.  Tanks  and  Filters,  double  contact. 

What  is  the  character  of  the  Drainage  System.  Any  develop¬ 
ments  during  year.  Generally  separate  System.  No. 

Action  taken — Drain  Testing,  Flushing,  &c.  Smoke  and 
occasional  flushing. 

Closet  Accommodation  at  end  of  1925 — 

Privy  Middens  : — No.  of  Middens,  488.  No.  of  Closets  attached 
to  these  Middens,  958.  No.  of  Pail  Closets,  2.  No  of  Dry 
Ashpits  (excluding  Middens),  407.  No.  of  Fresh  Water  Closets, 
730.  No  of  Movable  Ashbins  for  refuse,  344.  No.  of  Waste 
Water  Closets,  129. 

Conversions — 

During  Year  During  five  years 


No.  of  Privy  Closets  to  Fresh  W.C’s. 

1925 

32 

1921-1925 

*54 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Movable  Ash- 
bins  have  been  substituted  for  fixed 
receptacles  ... 

32 

164 
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Is  there  any  definite  policy  at  the  present  time  for  abolishing 
privy  middens  and  pail  closets  ?  No  definite  policy,  abolishing 
is  being  done  by  degrees. 

Does  the  Council  contribute  towards  the  cost  of  conversion  ?  No, 

What  kind  of  closet  accommodation  is  being  provided  for  new 
property  ?  Fresh  Water  Closets. 

Scavenging— Character  and  efficiency  of  the  arrangements  for 
Scavenging  and  Removal  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse 
for  whole  of  district.  The  Scavenging,  though  not  as  desired 
has  been  done  more  satisfactorily  and  regularly. 

How  performed.  By  Contract. 

Are  motor  vehicles  used.  No. 

If  Privy  Middens  exist,  are  they  emptied  by  day  or  night.  By 
Day. 

How  is  the  Refuse  disposed  of.  In  tips  and  on  land. 

Has  a  Destructor  been  provided.  No. 

Sanitary  Inspections  during  1925 — 

No.  of  premises  visited.  3121  general  inspections.  86  special 
inspections. 

Defects  or  nuisances  discovered  247,  abated  247. 

No.  of  Notices  served.  Informal  40.  Statutory  14. 

Legal  proceedings.  None. 

Smoke  Nuisance — Any  special  action  taken  with  regard  to  smoke 
abatement.  No. 

No.  of  observations,  7.  No.  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken.  None. 

What  is  the  time  limit  allowed  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke 
per  hour.  3  minutes  per  half-hour. 

Offensive  Trades.  No.:  1.  Character:  Tripe  Boiling, 

Workshops  and  Workplaces.  What  is  their  condition  :  Generally 
satisfactory. 

Schools.  Sanitary  condition  :  With  two  exceptions,  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply,  &c.  Bolton  Corporation. 


4. — Housing. 

(I)  General  housing  conditions  in  the  area 

(1)  General  housing  conditions  :  The  houses  are  mostly  of  the 
ordinary  cottage  type.  Shortage  of  bedroom  accom¬ 
modation  being  the  principal  drawback  in  the  older 
buildings. 


10 


(2)  (a)  Extern  of  shortage  or  excess  of  houses  :  A  number  of 

houses  are  required  in  Worsley  Road  Ward,  There  is 
no  excess  in  the  district. 

(b)  Measures  contemplated  to  meet  any  shortage  :  Erection 
of  houses  in  Worsley  Road  Ward  either  by  the  Council 
or  by  private  builders.  Land  in  other  wards  has  been 
taken  by  private  builders.  This  should  meet  any 
shortage. 

(3)  Information  as  to  any  important  changes  in  population 

during  the  period  under  review  or  anticipated  in  the 
future  :  None. 

(II)  Overcrowding  : — 

(1)  Extent  :  In  a  limited  number  of  houses. 

(2)  Causes  :  Sons  and  daughters  marrying  and  living  with  their 

parents,  and  lodgers. 

(3)  Measures  taken  or  contemplated  for  dealing  with  over¬ 

crowding  :  Contemplated  provision  of  suitable  houses  at 
a  reasonable  cost  and  rent. 

(4)  Principal  cases  of  overcrowding  and  during  the  year  1925, 

and  action  taken:  None.  No  action  taken. 

(III)  Fitness  of  houses  :  — 

(1)  (a)  General  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  :  Good  in  those 

recently  erected,  fair  in  the  old  cottages,  and  some  are 
hardly  worth  the  expense  required  for  desirable  alter¬ 
ations  and  repairs. 

(b)  General  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit 
houses :  Defective  roofs,  spouts,  ashpit  accommodation, 
window  cords,  plaster  off  walls  and  other  inside  dilapid¬ 
ations. 

(c)  How  far  defects  are  due  to  the  lack  of  proper  manage¬ 
ment  and  supervision  by  owners,  or  to  acts  of  waste  or 
neglect  by  tenants :  To  both  owners  and  tenants.  A 
number  of  owners,  through  their  agents  mostly,  neglect¬ 
ing  their  properties,  and  dirty  destructive  tenants. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses:  None. 

(3)  Difficulties  found  in  remedying  unfitness,  either  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts  or  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act  1925  :  Mostly  owing  to  the  cost  of  materials  and 
labour. 

Special  measures  taken  or  suggested  : — 

(a)  Any  special  action  to  secure  improved  management  of 
property  by  owners  :  Written  requests  pointing  out 
defects,  &c. 


(b)  Better  care  of  property  by  tenants  :  Requests,  both 
written  and  personal, 

(c)  The  gradual  carrying  out  of  repairs  according  to  agreed 
arrangements  :  Satisfactory. 

(d)  Any  special  method  of  dealing  with  unfit  back-to-back 
houses,  or  other  types  of  insanitary  property  :  Will  be 
demolished  when  house  accommodation  is  supplied. 

(4)  Conditions  so  far  as  they  affect  housing,  as  regards  : — 

(a)  Water  supply  :  Satisfactory. 

(b)  Closet  accommodation  :  In  a  number,  deficient, 

(0)  Refuse  disposal :  Burned.  Surplus  removed  by  con¬ 
tractor. 

(d)  Measures  taken  during  1925  as  regards  (a),  (6),  and  (c)  : 
(b)  pressure  on  owners  to  convert. 

(IV)  Unhealthy  areas  : — 

Information  as  to  complaints  received  or  representions  made 
and  action  taken,  in  regard  to  unhealthy  areas:  None. 

(V)  Byelaws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to 

tents,  vans,  sheds,  &c.  : — 

(1)  As  to  working  of  existing  bye-laws  ;  Are  in  course  of  revision 

(2)  As  to  need  for  new  bye-laws  or  revision  of  existing  bye¬ 

laws  :  Revision  of  existing  byelaws  and  additions, 
especially  as  regards  Van  Dwellers. 

(VI)  General  and  Miscellaneous  : — 

Health  lectures  promoted,  Money  prizes  given  by  the  M.O.H. 
for  the  best  kept  gardens  and  surrounds,  also  for  the 
cleanest  Farms,  Farm-yards,  and  Dairy  Utensils. 


Housing  Statistics  for  the  Year  1925, 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(а)  Total  (including  Nos.  given  separately  under  ( b ))  ...  4 

(б)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s  building 

scheme  ...  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  None 
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Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  housing 
accommodation  : — 

Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1925 — 

(a)  By  loans  ?  No 

(b)  By  subsidy  ?  Yes.  No.  :  3.  Amount  of  sub¬ 

sidies,  £ 228 . 

Unfit  Dwelling-houses  — 

Inspection — (1)  Total  No.  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  or  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(4)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  (3))  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  A  Number 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices — 

No  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  18 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925™ 

(1)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  40 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners,  40, 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  None, 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declara¬ 
tions  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  None 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  86 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  reme¬ 
died  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners,  All. 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  None. 
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C. —Proceedings  under  Sections  u,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925 — 

(1)  'No.  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(2)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(3)  No.  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having 

been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

5. — Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. — Observations  on — 

(1)  The  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  within  or  brought 

into  the  district  :  Examined  by  the  Lancashire  County 
Council,  Fairly  satisfactory.  The  cows  at  some  of  the 
farms  are  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  farm  beasts  in 
quality, 

(2)  The  general  adequacy  of  the  arrangements  for  the  supply 

and  distribution  of  milk  of  pure  and  wholesome  character  : 
A  full  supply  delivered  at  the  houses  each  morning,  some 
farmers  again  delivering  at  night. 

(3)  The  administration  of  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation) 
Act,  1915,  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922, 
and  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Orders  :  Work 
satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1923 — None. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops — 

Are  they  periodically  inspected  ?  Yes.  What  is  their  condition  ? 
On  the  whole  fairly  satisfactory, 

Give  date  of  the  Regulations  made  under  the  Order  of  the  L.G.B 
1908.  Are  they  enforced?  Yes. 

Amount  of  air  space  in  cubic  feet  required  for  each  cow. 

(a)  Where  cows  are  habitually  grazed  :  600. 

(b)  Where  cows  are  not  habitually  grazed :  600. 

Cowkeepers.  Total  No.  of  Cowkeepers,  13.  No.  on  Register,  13. 
No.  of  Inspections  during  year,  26. 

Dairymen  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  (other  than  Cowkeepers).  Total 
No.,  9.  No.  on  Register,  9. 

Any  arrangements  for  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  ?  No, 
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Action  taken  as  to — 

(i)  Tuberculous  Milk.  Dealt  with  by  the  Lancashire  County 

Council. 

(ii)  Tuberculous  Cattle.  None. 

No.  of  samples  of  milk  obtained  during  1925  for  bacteriological 
examination.  With  the  Lancashire  County  Council. 

Results  of  bacteriological  examination.  No  reports  received. 


( b )  Meat.— Observations  on — 

(1)  Meat  inspection  (including  arrangement  for  inspection  at 
the  time  of  slaughter  and  for  marking  under  the  Public 
Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 ;  disease  in  meat  and 
arrangements  for  disposal  of  condemned  meat :  A  general 
inspection  only  has  been  made  by  the  inspector.  Definite 
arrangements  with  the  butchers  at  time  of  slaughtering 
and  inspection  is  in  course  of  agreement, 

(2)  Administration  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations, 

1924,  as  regards  stalls,  shops,  stores,  and  vehicles  : 

Inspections  have  been  made  and  some  improvements  in 
cleanliness  have  resulted.  A  number  of  small  shops  and 
food  stores  are  neither  suitable  or  adapted  for  such  a 
business  and  action  should  be  taken  to  abolish  them. 

(3)  Has  a  public  slaughterhouse  been  provided  ?  No. 

Private  slaughter-houses  : — 

No.  Registered  in  1920,  3;  in  Jan.  1925,  3;  in  Dec._i925,  3. 
No.  Licensed  „  6;  „  5;  „  5- 

(c)  Other  Foods  Action  taken  in  respect  of  places  where  food  is 

prepared — 

Bakehouses.  15.  Condition:  Fairly  satisfactory. 

Other  premises.  10. 

Amount  of  food  condemned  or  surrendered  during  1925  as  unfit 
for  human  consumption — None. 


Action  taken  by  Local  Authority  (if  any)  in  respect  of — 


(i)  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 

(ii)  Condensed  Milk  Regs.,  1923 

(iii)  Dried  Milk  Regs.,  1923 

(iv)  Milk  &  Cream  Kegs.,  19 12-17 


Dealt  with  by  the 
Lancashire  County 
Council. 


15 

6. — -Prevalence  of  and  Control  Over  Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  Diseases  Generally. 

Note. — The  Ministry  of  Health  state  the  prevalence  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  during  the  period  since  1920  should  be 
reviewed,  and  noteworthy  facts  as  to  the  source  or  spread  of 
infection  should  be  recorded  :  During  the  five  years  95  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified,  63  of  which  occurred  in  1921- 
1922,  these  cases  were  not  confined  to  any  particular  part  of 
the  District  and  probably  originated  from  adjoining  districts. 

77  cases  of  Diphtheria  occurred,  57  of  which  were  notified  in 
192 1 -1922.  A  number  being  traceable  to  midden  refuse 
deposited  in  a  field  rather  adjacent  to  houses,  by  a  contractor. 

8  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  have  been  notified,  residents  in  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  the  Towhship, 

7  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  have  occured, 

1  case  of  Pueral  Fever  has  been  notified. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin. — Notes  on  the  supply  and  prompt  use: 
An  adequate  supply  is  always  kept  and  as  a  rule  promptly  used. 
Is  a  supply  kept  within  the  district  ?  Yes. 

If  so,  where  ?  At  the  residence  of  the  M.O.H. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica, — Any  special  occurrence  :  Five  cases  have 
been  notified  since  1920,  two  of  which  were  exceptionally  mild 
cases. 

Scarlet  Fever — Discovery  of  “return”  cases  :  No  return  cases. 

Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  and  Trench  Fever.— -Experience 
in  regard  to  these  diseases :  No  cases  of  Malaria,  Dysentery, 
and  Trench  Fever  have  occurred,  Few  cases  of  Pneumonia 
have  been  notified. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations, — Arrangements : 
No  arrangements,  specimens  if  requested. 

No.  of  specimens  examined  in  1925  :  — 

Blood:  None.  Sputum:  County  Council.  Throat  Swabs: 
None.  Swabs  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum:  None.  Others: 
None. 

Action  taken  in  regard  to  (a)  Contacts,  ( h )  Return  cases,  (r)  Carrier 
cases  :  (a)  Contacts  are  kept  under  observation,  specially 

warned  not  to  attend  public  places  ;  directions  as  to  the  care  of 
their  health,  &c.  ( h )  No  Return,  or  (y)  Carrier  cares, 


Has  any  use  been  made  of  the  tests  known  as  the  Schick  and  Dick 
tests  in  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  respectively,  or  of  the 
recently  developed  artificial  methods  of  immunization  against 
these  diseases  ?  No 

Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. — No.  of 
vaccinations  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  (a) 
primary:  None,  (b)  re-vaccinations  :  None. 

If  any  of  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  your 
district,  state  for  what  period  : 

Measles:  None.  Whooping  Cough:  None,  Diarrhoea 
(under  2  years)  :  None.  Chicken-pox  :  None.  Any  others  : 
None.  Observations:  Chicken-pox  was  notifiable  for  three 
months  in  1921. 

No.  of  times  School  Closure  adopted  during  1925  :  None. 

No.  of  Reports  made  during  1925  under  Seetion  14  (4)  Sanitary 
Officers  Order,  1922  :  None, 

Influenza.  —  Observations  on  any  special  inquiries  undertaken  in 
connection  with  epidemics  :  The  Influenza  generally  was  of  a 
mild  type  and  of  short  duration. 

Has  any  special  attention  been  given  to  (a)  cancer,  (b)  locally  con¬ 
tracted  anthrax,  and  (c)  rabies  ?  No. 

Disinfection  :  — 

No.  of  Houses  disinfected  during  1925:  86. 

Method  (state  disinfectant  used)  :  Formalin  Spraying  and 
Sulphur  Fumigation. 

Are  Houses  disinfected  after  (a)  Phthisis  :  Yes.  (b)  Measles  : 
Occasionally. 

-(Apparatus  used  for  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.  (steam  or  other¬ 
wise)  :  Steam. 

No.  of  Articles  disinfected  :  Clothing  of  patients  removed  to 
Hospital. 

Where  is  Apparatus  situated  ?  Leigh  Joint  Fever  Hospital. 

flf  Apparatus  at  Hospital  is  available,  is  it  used  for  the  disinfection  of 
Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  of  Patients  not  removed  to  the  Hospital  ? 
Available  but  not  made  use  of. 

If  not,  please  state  how  disinfection  of  Clothing,  &c.,  in  these  cases  is 
carried  out  :  Boiling,  Washing  in  Disinfectants  and  Exposure  to  Air. 

Any  arrangement  for  bathing  verminous,  &c.,  persons  ?  No, 
In  how  many  instances  has  disinfectation  been  carried  out?  2. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  in  Age  Groups* 
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What  is  the  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuber¬ 
culosis  deaths  ?  No  non-notified  cases. 

In  your  opinion,  is  the  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  your  district 
efficient  ?  Yes,  though  earlier  notification  is  desirable. 

Has  any  action  been  taken  in  cases  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to 
notify?  No- 

Is  there  any  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  of,  or  mortality  from, 
tuberculosis  in  any  particular  occupation  in  the  district  ?  No. 

7. —  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

No  Maternity  or  Child  Welfare  Schemes. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Cases  Notified:  1,  Treated  at  Home:  1.  Vision  Unimpaired  :  1, 

Notable  Sanitary  Improvements  during  1925  :  None. 

Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District :  Sewering  of  areas  with¬ 
out  drainage  system  ;  conversions  and  more  satisfactory  scav¬ 
enging  and  house  refuse  removal. 

Signed, 

JNO.  HOLT  MARSH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July  16th,  1926. 
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Surveyor  and  Inspector’s 
Annual  Report  for  1925. 

Feb.,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Little  Hulton  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  report  on  the  sanitary  work  for  the  year  1925. 
I,  at  the  same  time,  would  call  your  attention  to  the  many  isolated 
parts  of  the  district  which  are  not  linked  up  with  the  sanitary  sewers 
of  the  Council,  but  whose  sewage  either  flows  direct  into  a  water¬ 
course,  or  over  land,  or  into  a  small  cesspool  and  from  thence  into 
some  watercourse 

These  are  all  situate  in  such  distant  places  and  in  such 
scattered  areas  as  to  effectively  prohibit  any  attempt  to  carry  sewers 
for  their  proper  drainage  into  the  Council’s  sewage  system. 

Slightly  better  progress  in  closet  conversions  has  taken  plac& 
during  the  past  year,  seventeen  privies  and  ashpits  have  been 
reported  to  you  as  being  defective  from  various  causes,  of  these  7 
were  dry  ashpits,  and  10  were  for  conversions,  only  one  of  which 
has  been  done.  However,  32  water  closets  have  taken  the  place  of 
privies  during  the  past  year,  some  of  them  being  voluntary 
conversions,  and  others  in  response  to  notices  served  previous  to 
this  year,  and  some  in  regard  to  which  notices  have  been  served, 
but  which  are  not  now  operative,  are  in  the  same  condition  as  when 
reported  to  you  originally. 

The  general  condition  of  house  property  in  this  area  is  good, 
only  in  a  few  instances  are  the  prevailing  conditions  unsuitable  and 
unfortunately  house  building  is  not  progressing  at  such  a  rate  as  to 
make  it  possible  for  these  tenants  to  be  rehoused  in  another  place. 

The  chief  trouble  as  between  tenants  and  landlords  is  beautify¬ 
ing  or  decorating  the  houses,  otherwise  in  a  very  good  state  of  repair, 
the  landlord  on  the  one  hand  offering  to  limewash,  and  the  tenant 
declining  to  have  done  only  that  form  of  cleansing,  when  it  has 
been  customary  for  the  houses  to  be  papered  and  painted.  The 
minor  repairs  to  property  are  done  by  most  owners  on  receipt  of  a 
letter  calling  special  attention  to  the  defects,  though  there  are  a  few 
owners  or  agents  who  require  more  stern  measures  before  they  will 
move.  It  is  unfortunate  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  put  a 
closing  order  in  operation  in  regard  to  six  houses  and  a  shop  and 
dwelling  house. — The  six  houses  being  rendered  unsafe  apparently 
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through  colliery  workings,  and  the  shop  and  dwelling  house  from 
neglect  of  repairs.  The  repairs  are  now  in  hand  for  the  houses,  but 
the  shop  is  not  receiving  any  attention  and  is  untenanted. 

Notices,  etc.  There  have  been  40  informal  notices  served 
and  14  statutory  notices,  also  8  under  the  Housing  Act  of  1919 
sect.  28. 

The  various  inspections  which  have  been  made  throughout  the 
district  have  revealed  the  following  defects  : — - 


Defective  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

,,  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  Window  Cords  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Privies  and  Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  17 

,,  Spouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

„  Slop-pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

„  Slating  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  General  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 
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General  delapidations  in  12  houses  some  of  which  have  had 
closing  orders  made  against  them  and  the  repairs  needed  to  the 
others  have  been  put  in  hand  without  it  being  necessary  to  take  so 
extreme  a  course. 

General  defects  must  not  be  taken  to  mean  general  delapidations 
as  the  latter  are  meant  to  apply  only  where  premises  are  of  them¬ 
selves  delapidated  whereas  the  former  may  be  a  defect  in  a  house, 
say  of  broken  plaster,  gas  leakages,  loose  handrail  in  stairs,  or  flags 
broken,  washing  boilers  out  of  use  and  similar  defects. 


Number  of  Nuisances  shown  above...  ...  ...  247 

,,  Visits  paid  ve  abatements  ...  ...  369 

,,  Houses  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

,,  Informal  notices  served ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  14 

,,  Rooms  limewashed  or  beautified  ...  78 

,,  Privies  converted  to  W.C’s.  ...  ...  32 

,,  of  premises  inspected  generally  ...  3121 

,,  Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  7 


Slaughter  Houses.  These  have  been  generally  kept  under 
observation  and  on  no  occasion  has  fault  had  to  be  found  with  them. 
As  a  rule  the  lairages  are  in  close  proximity  to  the  slaughtering 
place,  but  the  cattle  are  shielded  from  a  sight  of  the  slaughtering. 

The  recent  Meat  Regulations  has  added  very  considerably  to 
the  work  of  your  inspector.  Cattle  are  being  slaughtered  at  all 
times  between  the  hours  of  n  a.m.  and  6  to  8  p.m.,  and  even 
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occasionally  on  the  Sunday  morning.  Although  there  are  only  8 
butchers  in  this  district,  it  is  not  a  very  easy  task  to  keep  them 
under  observation,  and  at  the  same  time  discharge  all  the  other 
duties  attaching  to  this  appointment.  Fortunately,  the  butchers  in 
the  locality  are  not  only  men  of  good  standing,  but  of  good  repute, 
and  if  at  some  time  one  of  them  happened  to  get  hold  of  a  bad 
beast  it  certainly  would  be  disappointing  for  them  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  it  would  be  destroyed,  hence  the  necessity  for  constant 
supervision. 

Cowsheds  are  regularly  inspected  but  there  are  no  dairy  farmers 
who  attempt  to  sell  milk  other  than  as  from  the  cow,  this  being 
without  any  treatment  save  that  of  straining  and  cooling.  Gener¬ 
ally  the  cowsheds  are  kept  in  good  order,  and  those  which  are  not 
as  we  should  like  to  see  them,  are  being  gradually  toned  up  to  be 
more  in  keeping  with  present  day  requirements. 

Bakehouses.  Are  in  all  cases,  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition, 
regularly  limewashed,  and  only  in  one  instance  has  any  complaint 
had  to  be  made  and  it  was  immediately  remedied.  They  are  con¬ 
stantly  supervised.  Only  in  one  instance  are  goods  sold  away  from 
the  premises  on  which  they  are  manufactured,  and  in  the  one 
excepted  case,  the  goods  are  only  sent  out  to  their  own  branch 
shops.  There  are  one  or  two  wholesale  bakers  from  outside  who 
deliver  bread  and  confectionery  in  the  district, 

Workshops  and  Workplaces.  These  consist  mainly  of  work¬ 
places  where  the  workman  is  also  the  owner  or  occupier.  There  are 
doggers  shops,  the  occupier  being  the  workman  on  the  premises. 
There  are  joiners  workshops  and  painters  workplaces  carried  on  by 
the  occupier  himself  and  by  members  of  the  same  family,  and  the 
same  may  be  said  of  dressmakers,  tailoring  and  several  other  kinds 
of  workplaces.  These  places  being  in  some  instances,  part  of  the 
house  premises,  they  are  being  kept  clean  and  tidy. 

Factories.  The  sanitary  conveniences  in  connection  with 
factories  are  well  looked  after,  and  kept  in  a  cleanly  condition,  and 
no  cause  for  complaint  has  arisen. 

Smoke  Observations.  Several  observations  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  year,  but  of  the  works  which  usually  produce  smoke, 
we  have  only  4  which  burn  coal,  the  others  use  either  electrical 
power,  or  generate  their  power  from  gas.  Those  using  coal  have 
fairly  careful  stokers,  and  it  is  very  rare  to  see  black  smoke  emitted 
for  a  longer  period  than  a  minute  at  a  time,  indeed  a  \  minute  is 
more  the  rule  and  although  the  time  limit  has  been  reduced  to  3 
minutes  in  the  half  hour,  this  has  not  been  exceeded. 

Sanitary  Conveniences.  It  will  perhaps  be  remembered 
that  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  reported  last  year,  10  had  not 
received  any  attention  whatever.  These  have  since  been  converted 
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to  Water  Closets.  Fourteen  others  which  had  been  held  up  for  a 
long  time  owing  to  a  variety  of  causes  have  also  been  converted 
from  privies  to  W.C’s.,  and  eight  others  in  addition,  making  32 
conversions  in  all.  This  is  an  improvement  of  13  on  the  previous 
report,  but  is  still  far  short  of  the  progress  which  ought  to  be  made 
in  these  matters.  I  would  like  to  suggest  that  all  owners  of  proper¬ 
ty  having  privy  middens  attached  thereto,  should  be  asked  if  they 
would  agree  to  convert  them  to  W.C’s.  and  that  the  Council  should 
find  the  money  as  a  temporary  loan  to  pay  for  the  work,  and  the 
owners  to  repay  the  Council  by  quarterly  or  half-yearly  payments, 
together  with  interest  after  a  rate  of  a  \  per  cent,  over  the  rate 
the  money  was  borrowed,  on  all  outlying  sums. — I  think  many 
owners  would  avail  themselves  of  this  privilege  and  get  the  work 
done. 

Infectious  Cases.  There  have  been  37  cases  of  notifiable 
diseases  arising  during  the  past  12  months. 


Under 

Over 

Of 

School 

School 

School 

Age 

Age 

Age 

Scarlet  Fever  numbering 

7 

4 

— 

3 

Enteric  ,, 

1 

— 

I 

— 

Diphtheria 

5? 

...  4 

— 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Puerperal 

5? 

1 

— 

I 

— 

Oph.  Neo. 

1 

I 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis 

...  17 

I 

10 

6 

Total 

... 

•••  37 

These  cases  have  been  fairly  well  spread  over  the  whole  of  the 
district.  Of  the  tuberculosis  cases,  one  was  imported  from  another 
district,  4  of  them  were  affected  in  the  cervical  gland  only  and  one 
had  a  skin  affliction,  the  remainder  were  of  the  usual  type.  Of  the 
37  cases,  12  were  of  school  age,  5  were  under  school  age,  and  20 
cases  over  school  age. 


The  schools  are  kept  well  sprayed  with  disinfecting  material  ; 
liquid  Formaldehyde  being  used  for  spraying,  and  fumigation  is 
done  with  formaldehyde  in  tabloid  form,  evaporated. 


During  the  year  under  review  several  “  orders  ”  have  come  into 
operation.  The  Meat  Regulation  Order  has  imposed  considerable 
additional  work  in  the  fact  that  one  now  feels  that  all  slaughter 
houses  must  be  regularly  visited  at  the  appointed  times  of  killing  or 
as  near  to  that  as  possible  and  sometimes  this  has  entailed  Sunday 
visits  and  visits  in  the  evening. 
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Housing  Inspection —Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 

Generally  speaking,  the  landlords  in  this  district  keep  their 
property  in  a  fairly  good  state  of  repair  from  a  weather  point  of 
view,  but  when  inside  the  house  is  inspected,  we  find  that  a  long 
time  has  elapsed  since  any  beautifying  was  done.  The  cost  of  this 
class  of  work  being  very  heavy.  Since  it  has  come  to  be  understood 
that  a  landlord  can  only  be  required  to  limewash  a  dwelling  this  is 
what  is  now  offered  to  the  tenant  who  can  either  accept  it,  or  pay 
the  extra  for  having  done  what  he  wants,  or  go  without  altogether. 

Of  the  57  houses  which  have  been  inspected  under  the  above 
Act  it  has  been  found  that  if  the  beautifying  of  the  houses  was  taken 
in  hand,  as  it  used  to  be  in  former  years  together  with  the  small  bits 
of  plaster,  patching,  etc.,  which  generally  goes  with  beautifying 
there  would  be  no  further  cause  of  complaint.  However  it  is  only 
in  a  few  instances  where  a  tenant  will  spend  of  his  own  to  beautify, 
the  great  majority  prefer  to  wait  until  the  landlord  is  disposed  to  do 
what  he  has  always  been  accustomed. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAMES  T.  DAVIES, 
Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


